Introduction 3

This is the first number of a mewsletier
about fingerprints issued by the Institut
de Eecherche et d*Histoire des Textes,
Paris, in associsrion with the Hatiomal
Library of Scotland, Ediaburgh. The
editors weleome comtributione, in French
or im English, vhich should be sddressed
to rhe Inarirur de Recherche er d'Hisreire
des Textes. We would like wour comments
and eriticiems, reports of wour
fingerprinting activities, and perhaps
your shore articles,

The reasen for the appearance of this
newsletter is the publication of a new
set of rules for recording Eingerprints.
HL5 and TRHMT have, for a omber of vears,
been recording fingerprints in accordance
with rhe original scandard [J.W. Jolliffe,
Compotars and sariy hooks (1974),
Appendix B] as revised in 1974 by MLS, in
consultarion with Mr Jolliffe,

Whatever the precise bihlingrl.phiﬂll Tole
of fingerprines, ir is aobwviously
advanrageous not only char che same ser of
rules helds good wherever fingerprintimng
is done, but also that these rules are so
clear and all=embracing that different
copies of the same book yield idencizal
fingerprinte ne matter where amd by whom
the fingerprincs are recorded.

The experience of NLS fingerprinters was
that while with ordinary, straighcforward
books thers was mever any doubt aboubk the
correct fingerprines, more unusual books
often brought about division of opinlon:
this did not augur well for the wider use
of fingerprints. IRHT fingerprinters too
were aot totally sacisfied with the 1974
standard, and so 1t seemed natural that
wae should pool our experience and
co—0perare, agein consulcimg Mr Jolliffe,
in writing a new standard. This is what
we have done, and the resules, in French
and English, are presented below (the
Franch text has already been published in
Bulletin des Bibliothegues de France

25 oo 510 [1980], pp.481-479).

Those who hewve used, or sisply read, the
1974 srandard will notice, in particular,
chat the whole set of rules has been
re—organized to facilitate consultation.
Alpo, a pumber of poinrs have been
expanded, mosr obvicusly im che metcer of
the treatment of abbreviations and
contractions. We hope that chese new
rules will eliminare all zhe uncerzaincies
in fingerprinting. But it would be
overoptimistic to believe that they will
never need furcher emesdarion amd

clarification, especially as rhe real resc
of their cosplcteness will be their
applicarion by persons who have no previcus
experience of recording fingerprints. It
is for this Teason that we rrust char
everybody will feel free to write in with
suggestions, gqueries and comments, which
will provide material for furrher oumbers
of this newsletter.

Hany of those interested in fingerprints
will have read Mr J.P. Feather®s reporc
‘Tests on the use of the fingerpriac®,
which was submitted to the Bricish
Library"s Eesearch and Development
Department. We considered this carefully,
and found his proposed revised stamdard
helpful in the preparation of our own, and
we nore char borh this Anglo=French
co—operarion and rhe publicarion of rhis
newsletter are in accordamce with his
desires. But we have not adopted his
proposal for a S—character fingerprint.

We do not feel sufficiently comfidemt about
thiz, and, as he says, by retaining the
lo—charasrer fingerprint, we alss retain
che opticn to convert co the L—character
version. The sa=e cannot be said of our
decizion to reject his special rules for
single sheers. In both Edinburgh apd Paris
single sheets (explicicly excluded From the
original standard) have nor been treated
as a separate categery, though it is
probably true to say that not many single
sheets have been fingerpriaced. WUWe chiak
that we have not seen sufficient evidence
to show chat our practice is ooworkable,
and rhat cherefore perhaps we mighr
continue as befcre uwntil such time as
revision on this point is shown to be
AECESSATY.,

EEFORT FROM EDIRBORCGE

In the early 19705 the Narional Library of
Scotland started work on the preparationm of
twa special caralegues: ome of its |7th=-
century foreign books, and one of irs 18ch—
century Scottish imprintes. For this
purpose books in these cwo categories that
were already in che Library had ro be
recatalogued by the Anglo—American
Cataloguing Bules and it was decided that
fingarprincs should ar che same time he
recerded for each entry. Later, ia che
mid-1970s, the practice of recording
fingarprinces was extended to all the
Library's current accessioms published
before 1801 (more recencly 1821},

Current accessions of antiquarfian books
come from a variery of eourcesg
individually, b¥ purchase and donation, and
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in collections, which =av be purchased or
presented, but are scoetimes deposited, as
in the case of one large library received
some vears ago and now called the Blairs
Collection. Catalogue records incleding
{ingerprints for all of these sre emcered
in the general catalogue of princed books.
When fingerprincing began, the general
catalogue was on cards, but a machine—
readable catalogue for current accessions
wag begun in 157%, in which anriquarian
records, with fimt‘prin:l_ ATE RAoW
entered, with the exceprion of records for
the Blairg Collection (rhese continue to
be entered in the now otherwise closed
card catalogue). A fingerprinr i
recorded for each bibliographical unit, =o
that & multi-voluse work will have several
fingerprinrs: in the ecard catalogus all
fingerprints appear, but for obwvious
reasona of economy the first fimgerprine
enly is printed out in each entry in the
=achine=readable catalogue, and the second
and subsequent fingerprints are stored inm
the database.

In the year 1375%-1580, approximately
2,200 antiquarian books were catalogued
and fingerprinced, of which 770 were Rlairs
books. This annual toral was lower than
udual, because it was in chat year chat
antiquarian cataloguoing started to be
entered in the machine-readable caralogue;
in the previous year the toral had been
over 2,600, of which approximarely half
were Blairs. It is estimated that the
Library now has some 18,000 records of
pre-1821 bocks chat include fimperprimtes,

The Barional Library of Scotland is ome of
a grogp of libraries co-operating in an
sutomation praject, the Scorcish Libraries
Co-operative Automarion Froject (SCOLCAF),
which produces a union catalogue of
saching=readable entties on OOM microfiche
(SCOLCAT) as well as the catalogues of the
individual libraries. These entries
follow the MARC format, and che Sational
Library enters its fiagerprints in a

local field (529}, sc that they appear
oaly in the Library's own catalogues. The
fingerprines are structured into four gub=
fields: $a contains the First 8
characters; %b contains the secomd 8
characters, followed by a 3, a 7 or a C;
$z comtains the date (recorded bv che
firgt method: see Bule IIT.&4.h.1 of the
Fingerprinter's Manmal): and %4 contains
the mmber of the volume or part if chare
is more than oze., The reassn for dividing
the fingerprint up in this way i{s that it
iz often impossible to use the firac 8
characters for computer-matching if the

fingerprint is recorded from am isperfact
volo=e, and rhis makes it conveniest to be
ahle to use the second B characters.

LES EMPREINTES VUES DE PARTS

Dans le domaine francophome, sur la base
dep informations dont nous disposons, les
réalisations en matidre de relevd des
empreintes ont commencé & prendre forme
depuis 1977 :

1. & Lyom d%abord, & 1'cccasion du
catalogage du fonds du XVIe siecle de la
bibliothegque mumicipale, le stock le plus
imporrant d'empreintes {aoit envirom 1000)
a ete copsticud ;

I. & Broxelles ensuite, J,~F. Cilmont a
relevé et fait relever dans le monde
entier les empreintes des adirions de Jean
Crespin, avec la collaboration de

1"IRET pour les éditioms comservées &

Faris j

3. & Paris enfin, la bibliochique Sainte-
Ceneviéve a relevé les empreintes ¢'une
parcie des livres scientifiques du XVIe
sigcle dont elle vient de pzblier le
catalogue. -

La secrion de 1"Humanis=e de 1"IRHT

pour =4 part, depuis 1969, s'intérssse a
la methode des empreintes, dans le cadre
de ses étodes sur les livres ameiens.
Elle a procéde a des séries de tests qui
Iui ont permis de PATLiCipeEr 4Avec noOs
eollegues britanniques 2 la redacciom
criginale du guide en 1373 ec 1974, de
présenter le systime des empreintes au
Congres de 1"IFLA-FIAR b Bruxelles en
1377 * et de comtribuer aujourd'hui & la
wersion définicive du Cuide dy relsveur
d'empreintes. En outre, elle o concribué
& la formation de ceux gui avaient
1"intearion d"adoprer le sveteme ot slle
s"efforce de répondre sux guestions des
stilisateurs. Enfin, en actendant que
soient décidés le 1ieu et les modalités
2'une bangue des espreinces centraliséde,
1"IRHT a procéde 3 des eggais
d'auromatisation en grandeur réelle.
Ainsi la mise sur support megnétigue des
expreintes des livres frangaia de 1a
Eritish Library de Londres {:u}pliﬂgn: au
STC French, XVIth century) a été commenceds
au fur et a mesure de la progression du
recatalogage. Il en va de —hme pour les
empreintes qui ncus ont écd remises par les
releveurs mentionnés plus haus, Criee &
ce début de mise em mémeire, non seulssent
nous constituons le premier noyau d'une
bangue des empreintes, mais nous pouvons



Intreduction

préciser les meilleures conditions de
limibilicé de ia transcription manuelle.

Les Nouvellsg des smpreintes

Ce pre=ier T‘-II.H’;T'D des Bouvelles des
empreintes presente domc la wersion
definitive en anglais et en francais
rigoureusement semblable du guide du
relevenr. Les numeros suivants serosmr um
trait d'union entre utilisateurs : toot
lecteur sera donc vm jour ou 1l"autte
smené & devenir lui-mfme rédactenr,

Ce bulletin pourraic, mous semble-t-il,
comporter lea rubriques suivantes:i=

l. travaux en cours : ou des relevés
d*smpreintes sont=ils effectuds a
1'secasgion d vn caralogage ou de travaux
particuliers et guel traite=ment, automat isé
ou mamuel, leur est=il appligue?

2. difficulees et solutions : le guide du
releveur ne sera plus modififé guant au
fand sais des précisions pourront lui Erre
spporrées pour lever les ambiguités
d*applicarion rencomtrées par chacunm,
Cette publication est en effef destinde &
des initifs ou & de futurs initids,
bibliothégues ou chercheurs isclds, sui
confrontent les gQuestions concretes de
leur pratigue guotidienne aux :‘E@'.I.t!
formlées par le guide,

3. apport du sysie=e des empreintes a
1*histoire de 1"édicion d'un cexte :

on pourrair rassembler ici les découvertes
eu les remargues touchant les états et les
émigsions d'ume édirtion, les modifications
en cours de tirage, les editions parragées
implicites, etc.,

4. bangue des empreinces @ i chacun de
- - ra .
déicrire format d entrde et progra=me afin
quiune hangue des espreintes parvienme 4

%e constitosr a moTen C[eTme.

a

Lz parution de cette versiom definitive du
tuids du relesveur d2'ampreintes dl\-'rlit"
contribuer a lewer les Besitacions e &
augmenter le nombre des réalisarions. Au
deld 4'une parution réguliere des
Nowvelles des eopreintes, et grice i elle,
le terme le plus souwhaitable ne seraic-il
pas de se réunir astour diune table ronde
pour hiiter la coopération internatiomale?

* of. notre article dans Pulietin des

Bikliothicues d= France, ©.25, =° %10
{zeprembre—ocrobre 19803, p.461-479.



