EMQUETE SUR LE SYSTEME DES EMPREINTES/
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE FINGERPRINT QUESTIOMMAIRE, SUMMER 1984

1. IatroducCion

We are most grateful to all those who have taken the trouble te complete and recurn
cthe questionnaire circulated esrlier this swwmmeér. We are aware that not much time
was given for completing the queatiocansire, and would like to emcourage those wha
have not yet dome so bto let us have their replies whenever they can; we hope o
establish a clear picture of the use of biblipgraphical fingerprints all ower the
world, and the results we have so far obtaimed, while alveady of comsiderable
interesc, must necessarily be tentative until we hawve a larger and more
reprefenlative response.

In sending out the guestionnaire we had two aims: ko diseover the extent and scope
of present and foreseeable uses of the fingerprint, and Eo ascertain how far it
satisfied rhe requiremeats of those who had some experience of using it. The
questionnaire was circulated in three languages: in English to destinations in the
United Xingdom, the United States and the Commonwealth; in Fremch to France,
Belgium and some other parts of the Contineat; and in Italian to libraries takinmg
part in the Census of léch-century Ltalian books promoted by the Istituto Centrale
per 11 Catalogo Unico delle Biblioteche Italiane. As was perhaps to be expected,
the use of fingerprints in a particular linguistic area depends to a comsiderable
¢xtent on the context] the replies sa far received confirm that libraries are
influenced by & wide variety of faccors in deciding whether or mot to fingerprimt.
In ltaly, where the fimgerprint has beeso officially adopted in a major project of
national importance, there are signs that fingerprinting has already achieved a
degree of acceprance which makes it a likely cheoice for other projects and
purposes. In France, where it has been used for a oumber of smaller projects and
purposes for some years, it has recently been decided by the Ministire de la
Culture to use 1t in coonexlion with more major projects, and this decision im turn
can be expected to lead to more universal acceptance of the techaique, especially
at the Bibliotheque Nationale. In the English-spesking world, the oaly project of
ma jor importance to consider using fingerprintimg was the ESTC, and it decided
against doing so. Other libraries, particularly at a time when most are suffering
from gerious staff shorcages, are cherefore extremely cautious about esbarking on a
new procedure which, for books in the English languages has not been taken uwp by
any major body. In view of these differences, I have therefore decided not to add
cogether statistics derived from all the replies to the gquestiocmnaire, but to keep
replies from the three linguistic areas separate.
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2. Tabular summary of staristics extracted from the Quescionnaire

The questiconaire was divided into six sections, not all of which were applicable
to every library. In the following tablea, the figures refer to the nusher aof
replies; figures given in replies are in round brackees after the mumber of

replies.
A. GENERAL QUESTIOKS English
humber of replies receiwved, /971984 17
Replies on behalf of an institution 1e
Eeplies on behalf of an individual 1
Those mow using fingerprints 3
Those who may use Chem in the future 7
Those who have cezsed recording

fingerprints 1

Humber of replies divided wp to show
how many fingerprints have beesn
recorded so far LELl=0000)
2(1001-2000)
1(2001+)
Those who record fimngerprints as part
of a catalogue entry 1
Those who record fingerprincs in
connexion with & project invelving
one persom or library 2
Those who record fingerpriacs in
connexion with a project invoelving
more than one person or libracy B

B. FINGERFPRINTS USED AS PART OF A CATALOGUE ENTRY

French

17
13

I

[l

st

9(1-1000)
1{2001+)

7

C. SPECLAL PROJECTS INVOLVING ONE INSTITUTLION OR SCHOLAR OWLY

D. SPECIAL PROJECTS INWOLVING MORE THAN ONE IKSTITUTLON OR SCHOLAR

Replies to these sections cannet be conveniently expressed in tabular

discussed in sectien 3 of this analysis.

22

22
2z

il

15{1-1000}
SL1001-2000)
AC2001+)

10

16
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E. COMPUTER HANDLING OF FINGESRPRINTS English French Italian

Those whose fingerprint records have
besn entersed in & computerized

database i 3 11
Those who experienced proble=s ia

kaybodrding fingerpriara 1 2 -
Those whoe have manipulaced their

computer records - 2 -

F. EVALUATION OF THE FINGERFPHINT

Those who think the system is useful 5 9 21
Those who think the wse of the Ifipnger—
print saves them time 1010%) 2{10%) 1{L0%)
1{30=40%) 1{306%)
L{50+%}

Those whe think the uwse of the finger=
prianc adds ce cheir cotal cacaloguing
Eime 1010=%]
3(10%) 300X 21083
1020%) 6L208)
1030=503%) 1030%)
Those who have experienced problems in

understanding the rules 2 i 3
Those who have experienced problems im

applying cthe tules 2 7 1%
Those who think the Fingerprint

Rewsletter serves a useful purpose 3 L2 14

3. Derails of projects and analysis of users' reactions

The tables iz section 2 summarise chose parcs of the data we have received which
can be convenienrly expressed in nuserical form. However, as has already been
explained in che introduction to this analysis, fingerprints ace being used far
different purposes in the three linguistic areas, and the experience and wiews af
users differ widely. They are therefore examined separately below.

Ja. English-speaking countries

Replies were received, both in returnéd queéstionmaires and in letters, from 30
inscitutions or indiwviduals. OFf chese, 2% have not se far used fingerprianting,
although some schools of librarianship teach the system. One reply, from the
Sprcial Collections and Archives Depart=ent of an American college, stated that a
number of fimperprincs had been recorded on an experimental basis, but that
fingerprinting would oot be used in Ifuture unless it became & more widely required
and demonstrably useful cechnmique: "it is redundant, duplicating im funstion
octher; wore readily understandable information im a bibliographic record; it does
not provide distinctions in some critical cases (reissues; line for line reprints))
its accuracy is not easily verifiable".

These replies relate to current use of fingerprimts. Details are as follows:-

L. The British Library has recorded approximscely 1300 fingerprints in connexion
with the Supplement, due to appear early in 19853, to the Short Title Catalogue of
Books Printed in France and of French Booke Printed im Qther Countries from 1470 to
1600 now in rhe Brirish Museusm (London, 1924). It is hoped chat they will provide
additional information on books in the 3ricish Library's cellections for other
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institutions and individuals; cthey are also cranssitced to the IRHT (Institut de
Becherche et d'Histoire des Texces) for imelusiom in their database of Fremch
isprints pre-l810. Mr Dethan, the Curator of the Fremch Section; thinks the system
useful for cthe following reasons: "Speedy identification of duplicates, reprinta,
defective or imadequately catalogued books, particularly in correspondence wich
overseas institutions and scholars™. His maio ¢riticism is that the rules "are too
complex to be applied by junior clerical staff, which would prevent their use om
major projeccs™.

ii. Dr D J Shaw, Director of the Bibliographical Studies Research Group at the
University of Kent at Canterbury, has recorded approximately 1300 fingerprints im
connexion with two projects, 3 bibliography of the Parisian lGth-century printer
Fierre Vidoue for the Bibliotheque Narionsle, Paris, and a cacalogue of typefaces
in French books, 1501-1520, for the British Library. He uses fingerprints to
identify imperfect copiesz, and "for distimpuishing between copies of the same date
(or undated) without needing always to fecch the wolumes from the shelf". He finda
that the fingerprint is "a useful adjunct to the collation formula", guicker to
record and often distinguishing between different cases, and considers that it
offers the advantages of speed of recording, compactness of notacion, and
reasonable distinguishing power. He hopes that it may be used as the basis for "an
early printed books 'ISBN'".

iii. The Mational Library of Scotland has for the last 10 years been recording
fingerprints, which appear in the library's general catalogues, for all pre-1820
accesslons. Ihey have not Lo date been used in comnexion with any particelar
project, mor has any work been dooe on computef matching or sortimg. With effect
from the beginning of 1983; the Library is now réecording fingecprints omly for
bocks published abroad up to 17005 cthe possibility of recording fingecprints for
other categories of books will be considered if the need arises.

It will be noted that, with the exception of the fingerprinte recorded by the
Kational Library of Scotland which have not so far been tested in any way, all
those which are currently beimg vecorded are for use in projeccs connected with
French books. Eequests for any further information should be addregsed to:

i. Mr L le R Dethan, Freach Section, Department of Printed Books, The British
Library, Great Eussell Street, London WCIE 3DG, U.E.

ii. Dr D J Shaw, Bibliographical Studies Research Group; Darwin Gollege; The
Universicy, Canterbuery, Eent CT2 FHY, U.E.

fiii. Miss A E Harwey Wood, Department of Printed Books, Matiomal Library of
Scotland, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EHl lEW, U.E.

3b. French-speaking countries and Spsin

In the French-speaking countries there are several projects currently under way for
which fingerprincs are used, and these cover a wider range of date and of subject-
matter. Details are as follows:-

i. The Centre National d"Histoire et d'Archéologie du Livre of the Bibliotheque
BRoyale, Brussels, has recorded 6000 fingerprints for a short=title catalogue of
loth-century books in all langusgea within the present borders of Belgium. The
fingerprints are used to facilitate the work by making comparison of copies im
different libraries easier, and by detecting wariant iscues. They hawve been found
useful, but not infallible, in detecting variant issues amd different editions with
identical daces, and helpful in reducing working Cime by briaging together
identical copies g0 thar the catalogue entry does not have to be compiled more tham
once. The main criticise from the Centre Natiomal is char unless the technique is
used wery vegularly the rules are easy to forget. and this cae lead to errors.
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ii. The Institut de Becherche et d'Eistoire des Textes (IRHT) is creatiag a
database to which five imscitutions are already contributing; this number is
expected to rise to l00. They also expect to use fingerprints for a uniom
catalogue of early booke in French libraries. They see the fingerpriat as the
nearest equivalent posaible so far to an ISEN, and find it useful in detecting
multiple copies of the sa=e book, and for its walue to the histerical bibliographer
lin distinguishing between different issues, for example). They expect it to lead
to a saving of time when the database is large encugh to make a gubstancial
contribution toe the reduction of cataloguing, as described above.

iii. The Bibliotheque Nationale, Parig, thinks of using the fingerprint for the
Catalogue des Anonymes Anciens de la Bibliothegue Nationale (1501-1800), covering
book production in all countries, in order tc enable users of the catalogue to
compare their copies of books with those of the Bibliothéque Nationale. They &lso
expect it to be of value as an access point to databases of early books for
purposes of comparisom, and feel that it offers edditional reassurance to the
cataloguer.

iv. The Ministere de ls Culture, Paris, has recorded some hundreds of fFingerprints
in commexion with a photographic inventory of early French collections of books,
confiscated during the Bevolution, and now scactered in small town libraries which
do not have emough trained staff ea catalogue them. All books printed uwp to 1800
will be included; pages which enable the volumes to be identified will be
microfilmed, and fingerprints recorded for all volumes. S0 far only teats hawe
been carried out: work will start on the first collectien in autu=g 1984, The
fingerprints will be used to briag together multiple copies dispersed in different
libraries. The Ministire considers the apeed with which fingerprints can be
recorded ideal for use with microfilming techniquea.

¥. The Centre Internatiomal Slaise Pascal, which is connecred with the University
of Clermont-Ferrand and with the Centre Mational de Recherche Bcientifique, is
recording fingerprints of 17th and ldth=century works which are of interest for
Pagcal atudies. The fingerprints, of which about 300 have go far been réecorded,
are entered in the Cearre's catalegue, and it is hoped that they will prowve of
value in mational and international exchanges of information in this field. They
are not thought of as supplanting traditional bibliographic techniques, but as a
useful supplement to them, which should eventually speed up exchanges of
information on particular editions of works. If ISBD(A) formar catalogue entries
are used, the Centre thinks the fingerprint essential.

vi. The Centre Informatigque er Bible in Belgium has experimented with fingerprints
in comnexion with the creation of an automated system, called 'Debera", to aserve
libraries dealing with Eible studies. The idea of Fingerprinting seemed useful o
them, and they found fingerprints helpful in distinguishing between different
editions or issues. They feal, however, rhal the possibilities of computerisation
are not sufficiently taken inte account, and that it might be possible to develop
an "electronic fimgerprint".

vii. The Bibliotheque de 1'Universitd de Poitiers has recorded 210 fingerprints of
sixteenth-century books for its own gemeral catalogue. They use the fingerprint ro
reduce the amount of bibliographical detail in their catalogue antey, thereby
saving cataloguing time, and hope that in the future ir will facilitace exchanges
of information on early books between libraries.

viii. Two replies have been received from libraries which ars intending to start
using fingerprints in the future, and cne from an individual bikliographer. They
are the Bibliothégue Cantonale et Universitaire, Lausannne, which says only Chat it
is comsidering the uge of fingerprints, but withour further decails; the
Bibliocheque Royale Albert I, Brussels, which will record fingerprints for all
books printed during the hand-priomting era as part of an ISBD(A) catalogue entry
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which will be iapur in & daca-base, and used later for the production of specialisc
bibliographies; and M. Michel Simonin in Hennes is starting work, with a growp of
students, on an inventory of sixteenth-century books in the Bibliothique
Universitaire de Rennes and lacer, possibly, the Bibliothegque Municipale. His
intention is to lmput details, including fingecprimts, in a data-base, and
eventually to wse them for the production of caralogues.

ix. One answer was received from Spain, from cthe Seccid del Patrimoni
Bibliografic, Departament de Cultura de la Gemeralitat de Catalunya in Barcelona.
Work has just begun on recording fingerprimts for the Eltnleg Col.lectiu de
Catalunya (Antiquari), which will include all priated books of the l5th to lBth
centuries in Catalan libraries. Fingerprints are being used to identify multiple
copies and to assist im the identification of imperfect copies; and although not
enough fimgerprints have been recorded yet for the Departament de Coltura to
evaluate the gystem in depth they are satisfied so far, and believe chat the use of
fingerprints will lead to & considerable saving of time.

The period covered by these projects is very wide (15rh te 1B8th cemruries), and a
number of them cover books from several countries (the Catalogue des Anonymes
Ancliens and the GIEEI:E Col.lectiu de Catalunva, for example). Requesrs for
further information should be addressed to:-

i. Genevikve Glorisux, Centre Matiomal d'Histeire er d'Archéelogie du Livre,
EiblistHegque Royale, 1000 Brussels, Belgium.

ii. Mlle Edith Bayle, Imnstitwt de Recherche et d'Histoire des Textes, Centre
Wational de la Recherche Scientifique, &40 Avenue d‘lena, 75116 Paris,
France.

iii. Odile Gantier, Bibliotheque Narionale, 58 rue Richelieu, 75084 Paris,
France.

iv. M Dominique Varrcy, D;rect;nn du Livre et de la Lecture, Ministere de la
Caltura, 27 Avenue de L' Gpera, 75002 Paris, France.

v. Carcline Durand, Centre Iaternational Blaise Pascal , BiblistHeque
Municipale et InterUniversitaire, 1 Bowlevard Lafayette, 63000 Clermome-
Ferrand, Fraace.

vi. Father E-Ferdinand Poswick, Centre Informatigque et Bible, Abbaye de
Maredsous, B-3642 Denfe, Belgium.

vii. Jean-Pierre Bonner, Service du Livre Ancien, Bibliotheque de 1'Universite
de Poitiers, 93 avenue du Recteur Pineau, B.P. 603, 86022 Poitiers,
France.

viii. Helene Piccard, Bibliotheque Cantonale et Uniwersitaire, CH-1015 Lausanne-
Dorigay, Switzerland.
Elly Cockx-Indestege, Bibliocheque Hoyale Albert I, & Boulevard de
1"Espereur, B—1000 Brussels, Belgium.
Michel Simonin, 1% rue le Bastard, 35000 Rennes, France.

ix. Agusti Escrader, Seccid del Patrimoni Bibliografic, Departament de Cultura
de la Cemerslitat de Catalunva, ¢fPartaferrissa 1, 0800 Barcelona, Spain.
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3c. Iraly

i. All but twe of the replies received from Italy are from libraries which are
contributing te the census of léth-century Itelisn books and books inm Iealian
published abroad prometed by ICCUSL (the Istituto Centrale per il Caraloge Unico
delle Biblicteche Italiane). According to ICCUBL"s own reply, there are at present
about 850 libraries taking part in the project, and this number is expected to rise
to 1000. The fimgerprint is used as a control mechanis= for comulating dasta from
different libraries, im order to identify editions. TCCUBL prepares a listing of
books whose catalogue entries have headings beginning with a particular letter of
the alphabet (the letters A amd B have already been done), and these lists are sent
out to contributing libraries, which cam then compare their own holdings with those
listed by ICCUBI. 1If their holdimgs appear on the lists they add their owm
location and return themj if they have relevant holdings which are mot lisced these
are catalogued according to the rulea used by ICCUBL amd sent in. ICCUBL finds the
fingerprint helpful in identifying incomplete wolumes and catalogue encries for
identical editions but with headings which differ from each other, and believes it
will alac be of value for historical bibliography. Other comtributing libraries
emphasize its usefulness for bringing together multiple copies of a single book,
and for distinmguishing between different editionms or wariants, and several hawve
found that fimgerprinting imperfect books and comparing these fingerprints with
those in ICCUBL's lists has enabled them to identify the book. They expect the
creation of a database of l6th—century Italian books te increase the speed and
certalnty with which pacticular editions and issues cam be identified; a number,
however, feel rhat the fingerprint is taken from too small a gection of the book.

ii. A censug of all léth-century primted books in the libraries of the Emilis—
Romagna region of Ltaly is under way, with 40 libraries taking part so far; thia
nusber is expected fo rise to L00. Of the replies received to the questionnaire,
one related entirely to the Emilia-Bomagna project, and three others dealt both
with the ICCUBIL project and with the Emilia-Romagna cemsus. As in rhe ICCUBRI
census, the fingerprint is being used to brimg together data from different
libraries relating to the same edition.

iii. Four libraries taking part im the ICCUBL ¢census are slso using fingerpriacs
in their own catalogues. The Biblioteca Labronica F.D. Guerrazzi in Livorno
records the fingerprints of all its léth-century holdings, in the hope that the
establishment of databases on a natiomal and intermational level with dats on early
and rare books will eventually lead to further and more rapid regearch. The
Biblioteca Casanatense in Rome has recorded fingerprints for 4000 I6th=-century
beoks from all countries. The Biblioteca Universitaria di Bologna, which is taking
part in both censuses, i5 also recording fingerprinta of books which were in the
collection of Ulisse Aldrovandi: Ttalian and foreign, and from the fifteenth to
the seventeenth centuries. The Fibliotecs Universitaria di Pisa is entering
fingerprints for all sixteenth-century books, both Italian and foreign, in its
catalogue and intends to produce & apecial catalogue of its simteenth-century
editions. Finally; the Bibliotesa Mazionale Centrale Vittorie Emanuele II in
Bome, which is mot yet contributimg to the ICCUBI census bur will do g6 in the
future, is including fingerprimnts for all ita sixteeth—century books in ISBED(A)
type entries in 1ts own catalogue.

All these projects concern léth—cemtury books, with the exception of the Biblioteca
Universitaria di Bologna, and there ia no suggestion rhat rhe use of fingerprinting
is contemplated im the near future for books of any later period. BRequests for
further information should be addressed to:i-
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i. Dottoressa Maria S5icco, Istituto Centrale per il Cacaloge Unico delle
Biblicteche Italiame e per le Informazioni Bibliografiche, wiale del
Castro Pretorio, 00185 Roms, Italy.

ii. Dottoressa Rosaria Campioni, Assessorato alla cultura della Regione
Epilis-REomagna, viale Silvani 6, 40122 Bologna, Italy.

iii. Dottoressa Marcella Prewiti, Biblioteca Labronieca F.D. Guerrazzi, viale
Liberta 30, 57100 Liverno, Italy.
Dottoressa Ada Corongiu, Biblioteca Casanatense, via 5. Ignazioc 52, 00187
Bome, Italy.
C. Bacchi, Biblistera Universitaria di Bologna, Via Zamboni 35, 40100
Bologna, Lcaly
Dottoressa Giovanna Bosco, Biblioteca Universiteria di Pisa, Via Curtarone
2 Montanara, 36100 Pisa, Italy-
Dottore Pacla Veneziani, Biblicteca Nazionale Centrale Vittorio Emanuele
II, Viale Castro Pretorio, 00100 Rome, Italy.

4. Computer hamdlisg of fingerprints

Information on the computer applications of fingerprints is, unfortumately, still
rather meagre. The IRET does enter fingerprints in a database, and has done some
computer sortimg (on each group and on the date). The Centre Informatique et Bible
has also entered fingerprints in & database, and used it to produce alphabetical
listings. Entries for the Cataleg Col.lectiu de Catalunya are being inpur, and
gorting will be possible on each group; mer enocugh fingerprints have been recorded
yet for any satisfactory tests to be ¢arried out.

ICCUBL has not yet input fimgerprints imto a database, but the information gent in
by contributing libraries is being recorded in a form which should enable it to be
input later. Lt is hoped to use a computer both for checking the results obtained
by manual comparison of data coming from differemt libraries, amd to produce
indexes-

In the English-speaking countries, fingerprints have beea imput by Dr Shaw and by
the Mational Library of Scotland, but the resulting records have not been
manipulared in either case.

Problems encountered inm inputting fingerprints are the Following:-

transliteration of Creek characters (the IRET)}; this has not been a problem for the
Watienal Library of Scotland, whose computer accepils Greek characters;

restricted character ser (diphthongs, etc) (Centre Informatique et Bible);
inaccurate inputting f(cthe Matiomal Library of Scotland, where imputting 1s dome at
present by keyboard operators).

5., Comsents on the rules and on the Fingerprint Hewsletter

It was emphasized in seweral replies that the rules must be stabilized as soon as
possible, snd a number of libraries, while greeting the publicarion of examples
with pleasure, felt that even more examples, incorperated if possible in the text
pf the rules, might be desirable. It was also suggested that an introductory
statement, defining the purpose of the fingerprint, might be a good idea, and ome



library suggested adding & glossary, defining terms used in the rules. Tr wasg
genmerally felt that the Fingerprint Newsletter served a useful purpose, and that it
should include detailed informatiom concerming work in progress, with rhe names and
addresses of people inwolved in each project who can be comtacted; that it should
publish examples of difficult cases, with detesiled answers; and that it should come
out maré regularly.

f. General cooclusioms

At 1 said in the iatroduction, we had two aims in sending out the gueationnaire:
to discover the extent and scope of present and foreseeable uses of the
fingerprint, and to ascertain how satisfactory an instrument it was proving. From
what has already been gaid, it is clear that the presear usage of the fingerpriat
system covers a wide range of projects and that the reasons for which it is being
used also wvary.

The fingerprint was origismally designed for use in matching records in a machine—
readable wnion catalogue of pre-1B801 books in Oxford, Cambridge and the British
Museun (Project LOC). 1In the introducriom to the printed report of this project,
which unfortunately proved abortive, no exaggerated claims are made far
fingerprinting. "It cannot, of course, differemtiate between two books of which
one is a line=by-line repriant of the otheérj nor does ordinary cataloguing, however
conscientious. The rigorous bibliographer who wishes to differentiate between
line=by=-line reprints, will, when a union list has been made, need, as he needs
now, to see all copies of the work he is studying. The union list will enable him
toe find them." (Computers and Early Books, Londom, 197%). Imn other words, it was
never suggested that a serious bibliographer would have all his work done for him
by the fingperprint. Ir was designed as an aid to the compilation of union
catalogues; its purpose is to make computer matching of data easier and quicker;
and, by drawing attention to differences between books which might otherwise
appear, from their catalogue records, to be ideatical, it helps to distinguish
between different sditions or issues.

The replies we received to our guestionmaire should, therefore, be seem in this
context. Those we received from Italy, where fingerprints are being used exactly
as they were designed to be used in Project LOC, suggest that they are already
proving their wvalue in differesriating between differenr edirionas snd issues, in
enabling multiple copies to be brought together, and in identifying some imperfect
volumes. It will be inrerestimg to see the results when ICCUBL is able to starct
using & computer. When the census is complete it will not have done histeorical
bibliographers out of a job, but ir will have done some preliminary work for them,
and should therefore play a major part im stimulating further study of sixteenth-
céntury books in Italy.

The publication in France of the Bibliotheque Natiomale's Catslogue des Anomymes
Anciens, and the growth of the IRET"s database; should serve zimilsr purposes in
Framce, as should the census in Emilia-Romagna, the Caralan catalogue, and the
Belgisn l6th—century S5IC. All these projects are im their early stages, and should
continue to provide us with imteresting data om the usefulness of fingerprimting;
but all of them are so far enthusiastic. The most critical comments came from
users who possibly expected too much, &s in Che case of the American college 1
queted at the beginning of section 3a ("it does not provide distinctions in some
critical cases [reissues; line—for—line reprintal™ ...} and the three Italian
libraries which would have liked the fingerprint to cover more of the book for
greater security in ideéntifying variants; or from wsers on a fairly small scale,
who find the rules foo complex. Generally speaking; the greater the number of
Eingerprinrs already recorded by a library, the more confident it sounds in the
questisanaire.
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The Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Vittorio Emanuele II, which is mor taking part
wvet in the ICCUBI census, agrees with the American college that the fingerpriat
does oot provide an accurate means of discriminating between issues, and Denise
Hillard, now working &t the Bibliotheque Mazarinme bur whose experience of
fingerprinting was gained while workisg iz another library, makes the same cosment.
She sees it as being of use above all as a kind of ISBN, which would provide a
useful access point in the future to major uniom catalogues of early books. The
Bibliotéca MWazicnale Marciana in Venice expresses the hope that internatiomal
adoption of the fingerprint might eventually lesd bo greater standardization of
bibliographical data.

There are, of coerse; cases im which fingerprints are beimg used, with satisfactory
resulis, in connexlon with smaller projects. Dr Shaw, whe is using them in two
bibliographies; is satisfied that they are a useful working toel; this has alse
been found to be the case in working on the Belgianm l&th=century 5TC, as well as in
the larger cooperative projects. The main conclusion ta be drawvn from those
answers we have have received so far to the questionnaire is that those users of
fingerprints who have a clear idea of the fingerprint’s limitations as well as of
the advantages it offers, 4nd who arve therefore makimg realistic uwse of ir, are om
the whole satisfied. We will, however, know a lot more when some of the projects
which have just started, and which will be usiag rhe fingerpriat as ir was
originally designed to be used, have reached a more advanced stage.

Aligon E Harvey Wood,
Hacional Library of Secotland
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